
SI THE ROBBERS
AND ABANDONED HOE.

ie Bertine Family Decided
to Move Away from

Pelham Manor,

aldup on Last Tuesday Night
Not Their First Experience

with Robbers.

atchdog Tied Up and the Lower
Floor of the House Ransacked

a Month Ago.

)LICE STILL IN THE DARK.

able to Find Any Clew to the Highwaymen.
Mr. BerT*ne auie xo rxesume

His Work in This
City.

There Is no further light on the attempt
at assassination and robbery that occurred
at Pelham Manor last Tuesday night, when
Mr. J. H. Bertine. a resident of that
place, was coming home from the depot
with his daughter and the coachman, and
three highwaymen suddenly confronted
them.

The story In brief is that Mr. Bertine
receivea a severe uuiieL nvuuu m me

his horse was killed, the coachman took
to his heels and the robbers escaped withoutsecuring anything. Three suspects
were arrested, but as neither Mr. Bertine
nor his daughter could identify them they
were discharged.
A visit to the home of Mr. Bertine, on

Echo Lawn, yesterday, found the family
in the midst of moving. They declared
that they had had enough of the country
and were going to leave for some more congeniallocality with better police protection.
A significant incident of four weeks previouswas related by Mrs. Bertine. She

said they were suddenly awakened one

night. Mr. Bertine went to the window,
and, seeing two men, inquired who they
were and what they wanted. For answer

they made off across the yard and fired
three shots as they went. Shortly after
tjiey had disappeared. Jumbo, their Newfoundlandwatchdog, appeared with a fragmentof rope tied about his neck. The
noose end showed that he had chewed it

apart.
On the following morning the house

was carefully searched, s*^ It was evide- 'I
that the burglars had gone through the
entire lower floor. They took away a bag
of silverware, whi< was subsequently
found in the yard, v. ere they had dropped
it. The coachman', coat was -also missing
and was found next day in a barrel in the
rear of the Summer kitchen. Another coat
of dark salt anJ pepper color was 011

tdp of it. The strange coat contained a

plated gold p'' < the match pocket, and
tb' right "'jdw contained a hole which

as though it hud been made by a

It will be turned *-er to the police,
I with about ten if rope, simi
r » the kind with wL the dog was

ed, which was found in the pocket.
What surprises the Bertines is that anyidycould have become so friendly with
imbo as to tie him to a fence.
"The dog," said Mrs. Bertine, "is very
mgerous when strangers are around the
>use, and our neighbors will not visit
i at night unless we have him chained
hen they call. Some of the prowlers
.-obably knew him. The yard was litIredwith apples that must have been
.rown at him. Every time he barked and
elped we could hear the missiles strike
ie fence. Since that occurrence he has
ot left the comer back of the Summer
tehen for an instant, except to take his
>od in small quantities. He gets a bone
om me and ttots back to his post. In
ie last three weeks he hks grown steadily
tinner ana wuuies uuu gruwta an mgav
i though he expected something more to
appen.
The coachman, John Royal, who so nnu-emoniouslyleft Mr. Bertine and his
aughter when the shooting ltegan on Tuesayevening, informed Mr. Bertine yesteraythat the reins of the harness in use on
tat occasion had been cut nearly in two
-here they Join the bit. Who cut them
nd when they were cut is not known,
he Mount Vernon police have been rather
naniMovi^ of hp rtlsndsvArl hv TJoval
n the niglit of the holdup.
"I had a pistol with me," he said yesteray."but it was wrapped up, and I was
fraid to take the time to unwrap it for
>ar they would shoot me down. It was an
Id Colt's weapon, a seven-shooter and
lirty calibre."
Mr. Bertfne had so far recovered from,
is wound as to be able to return to his
usiness in this city yestetday.

'.EAUTIFY THE STREETS.
andsome Electric Light and Gas Lamp

Poles and Hydrants to Be Placed
Underground.Perhaps.

Ia the matter of ornamentation the
treets of this city aye far behind many
luropean capitals. Civic pride is not
irking, for long before Itollin M. Squire
ppears with his idea of making New York
ii:it Haussn nnn made of Paris there was
n effort at beautifying the thoroughfares.
fficial Inertia was dispelled long enough
0 clear away the unsightly webs of tele-
raph wires and hew dov.H the crooked
nUm - ' n * ,' -
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the $44,900,000 drawn from the taxpayers
this year not 2 per cent has been applied
to removing street eyesores.
Recently General Collls, the Commissionerof Public Works, indicated a desire

to get rid of the 3,500 electric light poles.
He was met at the outset with the suggestionthat there must be an Ethiopian
somewhere in the scheme. It was hinted
that the city would like to have pretty
light poles, but It am not care to pay lor
them.
Another attempt will be made to overcomethis objection. Six of the large electriccompanies will meet to present more or

less elaborate designs for electric light
posts. Some of the drawings are now at
the rooms of the Architectural League. R.
R. Bowker, of the Edison Illuminating
Company, has recently accumulated a large
number of drawings, which he will place
at the disposal of his colleagues.
From these the experts will pick two and

hand them to General Collis. The design
most favored is similar to that adopted by
the City of Milan, Italy. It is about 25
feet in height, and is intended to carry
only a single high tension arc lamp, althoughit can be constructed for double
lamps. It is not patented, can readily
be made safe for use in streets and ave-

nues. Its cost, from $80 to $100, is more

than many of the posts now In use, but the
city can buy them outfight.
The design next in favor is like the apparatusselected by the City of Paris for

the Avenue Clichy and the Boulevards Barbesand Ornano. This is about eighteen
feet high, and its probable cost will bo
between $60 and $80. In each case the
cost will include the necessary insulation
with some non-conducting materia! near
the top. and the switch for turning * lie
light oft can be placed in the base of the
column, for use in emergencies.
Mr. Bowker states that such posts could

be put in and would introduce no more
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Troubles of the
technical difficulties than in the present
wood and iron affairs. They would tie more
ornate. His company supplies only lowtenson lights, and therefore it would not
derire any special benefit from the adoptionof the proposed new posts. The standards.which carry the Edison lights now on
Tftflli .mil UoilloAn .,vat,iu,o <. a nrtt- r»n+-

ent^d. Anybody can make tbem. But the
double lights above and the connections
-u 1 mechanism in the base are covered by
a patent. Thpse posts cost only about
$37.50 each. They are twenty-two feet
high.
The city can buy either these beautiful

styles outright or it can permit the companiesto charge 10 per cent a year of the
cost in their bills.
In order to secure a more handsome

style of hydrant for the city, General Collis
has requested inventors in all parts of the
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country to send drawings and models to an
exhibition which will shortly be held in the
corporation yards, at the foot of East
Twenty-fourth stieet. He has already received'avorable renlles to his circular
iinci Oxptcts to be able to obtain all the
'itest a'-d most practical devices. The exhibitionwill l»> opened on Nov. 10. with
Geo-ge AA". Birdsall, Edward' P. North and
Horace Loomis, engineers of the Public
AVorks Department; Alonzo S. Gear, generalforeman of the corporation yards, and
L'hief Bonner, of the Fire Department, as
n board of judges. The aim is simply to
sweep away the hydrant tops r-oui the
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HELD TOGETHER
BT FORGED BONDS.

Names of Two Noted CriminalsRrmiP-ht Un hv a,

Recent Discovery,
William E. Gray, Once on Wall

Street, Sues a London
Paper for Libel.

His Contemporary in Crime Now/Serv-
ing One erf Many Terms in

Sing Sing.
EXPLOITS OF CHARLES WILLIAMSON

Bonds of His Handiwork Passed Current
in the Hands of the Most

Expert Money
Handlers.

After many years the names of Charles
Williamson, alias Perrine, and William E.
Gray have again been coupled together,
and in a manner most peculiar. A few
ilino n crn a htinHlo nf fr.r<rorl hnnrtc fr.r

about $50,000 were picked up from among
the sweepings of a public building, and so

skilful were the forgeries that the officials

or THET
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Beftine Family.
thought the paper was genuine. The fraud|ulent bonds proved to be the work of
Charles E. Williamson, probably the cleverestforger in the world. They had been
held years before to be offered in evidence
by. the people in the trial of Williamson.
On the day following the finding of the

bonds an English lawyer called on these
same authorities for the record of William
E. Gray, who had instituted a libel suit
against a London paper because it had said
that Gray's record in this country would
not bear inspection. Gray is now living in
London in Luxury. Williamson is a prisonerIn Sing Sing. It is needless to say
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pleased with the information he received.
Early Start ill Crime.

Charles Williamson, whose real name is
Perrine, is fifty-six years old. He was horn
in Maloae, N. Y., and comes of an excellent
family. His great executive ability and imposingappearance have stood him in good
stead in his nefarious business. He comes

of excellent family and for many years his
brother-in-law was at the head of an importantfinancial Institution in Wall Street.
He first came to the attention 06 the

police in 1861, when, under the name of
Stevenson, he was sentenced to the penitentiaryfor four years for burglary. In
August, 1873, Williamson entered into a

gigantic scheme for the floating of fraudulentbonds. It was mainly through his instrumentalitythat bonds to the amount of
$100,000 were placed on the market. These
bonds were for Buffalo, New York & Erie
Railroad, and New York Central stocks.
Dr. Blaisdell and Steve Raymund were interestedin this scheme. Most of these
forgeries were Williamson's own liandi-
work. So clover were the deceptions that
the most expert money handlers In the

FREE CURE FOR ME
A Michigan Man OffVri to Send His DiscoveryFree.

Claims to Be a Benefactor Co Weakened
Mankind.

There is always more or less suspicion attachedto auv'.hliis that is offered free, but
sometimes a man so overflows with generosity
that he cannot rest until his discovery is known
to the world, iu order that his fellow men may
profit by what lie has discovered. It is upon
this principle that a resident of Ivalaipazoo,
Mich., desires to send fiee to mankind a prescriptionwhich will cure them of any fornr
of uervous debility; relieves them of all the
doubt and uncertainty which such men are peculiarlyliable to and restores the organs to
natural size and vigor. As it costs nothing to
try the experiment, it would seem that any
man, suffering with the nervous troubles that
usually attack men who never stopped to realize
what might be the final result, ought to be deeplyinterested in a remedy which will restore
them to health, strength and vigor, without
which they continue to live an existence of untoldmisery. As the remedy in question was the
result of many years' research as to what combinationwould be peculiarly effective in restoringto men the strength they need. It would
seem that all men suffering with any form of
nervous weakness ought to wri te for such a remedyat once. A request to P, C. Olds, box 1107,
Kalamazoo, Mich.. stati?.s that you are not
sending for the pres<np,ion out of idle curiosity,but that you wish > make use of the medicineby giving it trial, will be answered
promptly and withou evidence as to where informationcame *ror>
T2?£ orescrip4 , gent free. and. although
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country passed them for a long time withoutquestion.
Finally, however, the fraud was detected,

and two Wall Street concerns were carried
down because they had extensively carried
this bogus paper. About this same time the
New York Guarantee and Indemnity Com-
pany and the National Trust Company were

victimized to the extent of about $100,000
through Williamson's forgeries. He was

warned in time to escape arrest and went
abroad, and was for the time being lost in
Great Britain. He returned to this country,and in 1875 was arrested for attemptingto sell Rollins Brothers forged notes.
Something about the paper awakened their
suspicions when Williamson first called, and
he was told to return the following day. A
detective was awaiting him and he was

recognized as the notorious railroad bond
forger. He was sentenced to Sing Sing
for fifteen years.

Swindles the Brltishes.
He had not been in prison long before he

had worked out a clever scheme for escape.
On June 26, 1877, he and some other prisonersset fire to the prison bakeshop for the
purpose of creating a panic, and during the
ensuing panic he alone escaped. His friends
were in possession of thousands of dollars
of his ill-gotten galhs, and they aided him
in securing passage for England.
He could not rid himself of his old tendencies,and In 1878 he was arrested in

London as the author of forgeries on

the Union Bank, of London. He was
sentenced to ten years In an English prison,
but again he successfully planned a scheme
for gaining his freedom. In 1883 he turned
State's evidence and was released, after he
had been instrumental in causing the arrestof all his former English pals.
The 'United States still attracted him,

in spite.of the fact that he was a fugitive,
and he returned to New York. The
metropolis soon became too hot for him,
and he went to St. Louis. Here he set
nn what jmnenrorl to he n successful

brokerage business, but on February 29,
1884, was caught In more of bis crooked
schemes. He was travelling under the
name of George Vincent. As he was not
known to the police there his photograph
was sent over the country, and the picturewas recognized by the New York police.He was brought back to this State,
and is now serving out his sentence in
Sing Sing.

Gray in a New York: Prison.
The career of William E. Gray, who was

said by Insnector Bvrnes to rank next to

Williamson, is scarcely less Interesting.
Gray was tbe son of the minister who
was chaplain of the United States Senatefrom 1861 to 1869. The position gave
entree to the best society. After leaving
college he established a brokerage businesson Wall Street. He was indicted
in 1878 for forging certificates to $30,000,
Issued by the State of New York, for paymentof bounties to volunteers In the
late war. He gathered up all his funds
and went to England. He was extradited
during the same year and sentenced to ten
years in Sing Sing. In 1881 his case was
carried to the Court of Appeals 'and he
v.,11. out- T? rotuniu.l T ^ r,

where he still lives.

Miss Ford's Fnneral.
The funeral of Miss Nellie Ford, who was

for yeat-6 a teacher in the grammar schools
of New York, and who was a commissioner
to the World's Fair, was held at St. LawrenceCatholic Church, Eighty-fourth street
and Park avenue, at 10 a. m. yesterday.
*!ass was sung l>y the Ttev. Father Me-Kktnon.The body was interred in Cavalry
Cemetery, being folowed there "By about
forty coaches.
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WERE FOUR WIVES
KILLED? TIE QUERY.

s

Analysis in the Case of Mrs.
Postel No. 4 May Cause

Disinterment.

Poisoning Suspected, but Postel
Denies It, and the Case Is

Far from Proved.

Strange Series of Marriages, with Death
Following Soon in Each

Instance.

uk. ma<juikl i-iau sikuinu suaril-ivjins.

Wrote to the District-Attorney, but the Letter
Was Ignored.Postel Highly Spoken

Of by His Acquaintances
in Philadelphia.

Chester, Pa., Oct. 31..District-Attorney
Schaffer has telegraphed the authorities
at Providence, K. I., that he will make
no further effort to have the body of
the late Mrs. Frances Iv. Postel brought
to Pennsylvania. He has requested that
a chemical analysis of the viscera be made
In Providence. If it is found that Mrs.
Postel's death was due to poisoning, the
bodies of the other three wives of Albert
H. PQStel, all of whom are buried in
Laurel Hill Cemetery, near Philadelphia,
will be disinterred aijd autopsies held.
Until this analysis can be made the

charges against Postel remain in statu quo.
The case is a remarkable one. No direct
accusation has been brought, but the questionthat the authorities of Delaware
County are grappling with is whether or

not Postel killed the four women to whom
he has been wedded within the last fifteen
years. Is he a remarkable criminal, or is
he the victim of a striking chain of
circumstantial evidence?
Postel lives in a nice house in the lit-

tie town of Wayne, near Philadelphia. He
has an office at No. 413 Walnut street,
Philadelphia, with the Aurora Fire InsuranceCompany, of which he is president.He Is small and dark, with a

full brown beard and mustache, and a

keen, clear eye. He is a typical business
man in appearance, cool and collected, and
he weighs what he says thoughtfully. He
has been a great traveller, and has also
done considerable lecturing. He has an
illustrated lecture entitled "The Star of

Rocoril of His Marriages.
Postel has married four times, and this

is the record in brief of his wives and
the causes assigned for their deaths:
First Wife.Mrs. Hannah W. Garden,

whom Postel married in July, 1881. Died
July, 1880, at Fernwood, Delaware County.
Dr. H. C. l'aist, of Philadelphia, said
"stomach trouble" was the cause.
Second Wife.Isabelle Garden, daughter of

his first wife. Married her in April, 1888.
She died June 16. 1880. Dr. Elwood Baker
assigntyj. "stomach trouble" as the cau^c.
Third Wife.ftebeccfi liffV'. 'TartiBu TiGr

June 17, 1891. Died April 29, 1892. Cause
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assigned by Dr. W. T. Kennedy wsts exhaustionfrom grip, but Dr. W. T. Maguire
asserts that she was poisoned. Dr. Kennedyadmits signs of poisoning.
Fourth Wife.May Frances Kuppluger.

Manried her October, 1895. Died October
13, 1896. Dr. C. M. Wells declares that inflammationof the brain, superinduced by
lead poisoning, was the cause. The autopsy
conducted In Providence, K. I., this week
revealed unmistakable signs of poison in
tliQ CSt^TV,o,.V, A i *, r,TT - n,

iner Palmer, a cupful of liquid resembling
paris green was removed from the viscera.
Postel's first wife, Mrs. Garden, was a

widow, thirty years older than himself.
She was his foster mother, who had brought
him up from a little bov. Their marriage,
which took place when Postel was twentyfouryears old, was a great surprise to all
who knew them.
Less than two years after his first wife's

death Postel married her daughter, Isabelle
Garden. It was unlawful for him to marry
his own stepdaughter in Pennsylvania, and
they went to New York. She was about
seventeen when he married her. Dr. LiwoodBaker, who attended her 111 her last
illness, gave as the cause in the burial cer-
uucuic aiuuittuii iiuuuic. L/I. ;u«guuc
states, however, that Dr. Baker, who has
since died, told him that the second Mrs.
Postel died while vomiting, and that, on reviewingthe case, he strongly suspected
arsenical poisoning.

He Weds Wife No. 3.
Exactly two years after the death of

wife No. 2, Postel married again, this
time Miss Rebecca Chew, of Chew's Landing,X. J. She, like Mrs. Postel Xo. 2,
was said to be a remarkably handsome

young woman. Within ton months' time
she died of stomach trouble. The attendingphysician, Dr. W. T. Kennedy, called
Dr. Maguire into consultation. After her
death Dr. Maguire wrote a letter td the
District-Attorney of Delaware County, callingattention to the circumstances surroundingthe death, but the communicationwas ignored.
The people of Lansdowne had forgotten

this incident when, in 1895, Postel introducedto them, as his fiancee, "Lady FrancesPlowden, of Ontario." A reception was
given her by the Runnymede Club, and she
was much feted. In October of that
year Postel married wife No. 4, Miss May
Frances Kuppiuger, another beautiful
woman, the daughter of a German house-
keeper, of Providence, If. I. She was
none other than the woman who had been
Introduced as "Lady Frances Tlowden, of
Ontario." Her last illness aiul death,
her funeral and the disinterment of her
body are all events of such recent date
as to forego the necessity of repetition.
The investigation now in progress was

brought about by a statement given out
by Dr. G. M. Wells, of Wayne, that the
fourth Mrs. Postel died of lead poisoning,
and upon the suspicion of Dr. W. T. Maguire,of Lansdowne, that the second and

Tvifo /-1W1 nf arsenical noisoniinr. Dr.
Wells stated that when he was called
upon to attend Mrs. Postel No. 4, 011 September20, Mr. and Mrs. Postel had just
arrived from Bast Orange, N. J. She was
suffering from all the symptoms of lead
poisoning. On October 12 she lost control
of her limbs, the ldwer extremities becameparalyzed and she flnallv re-lansed
into a comatose condition. Dr. Wells
stated that Dr. B. L. Brown, an old friend
of Postel, also gave the woman medicine
while he was attending her. Laudanum,
he said, was given, among other things,
and its effect would be to retain the poison

"atom Or Wells savs that he
did not know when Dr. Brown called.

Dr. Mngnire's Statement.
The statement made by Dr. W. T. Magulrein regard to the deaths of wives Nos.

2 and 3 is as follows:
"Dr. Kennedy called me in to look at the

third Mrs. I'ostel in April, 1802. She was
in convulsions and dying. I told Dr. Kennedythat she had died of poison. He replied:'Oh, no; I think it was the grip.'1 I
told him I would not give a death certificate.because the case should be investigatedand an autopsy made. I told him I
was satisfied she died of arsenical poisoning.
Dr. Kennedy said he would give a certifl.
cate. I wrote the District-Attorne^ of DeiawareCounty, telling him all about it, but
received no answer. Dr. Baker, who attendedthe second wife, admitted to me
that the symptoms in her case were those
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tigation hich is now in progress wa
gun. Dis. rict-Attorney Schaffer, of (
ter, who in a fearless and able official. tabout to get at the bottom of the damagingfabric of <-i oumstantial evidence. He sentChief of I'o ice Berry, of Chester, and CoronerMinsh ill. of Delaware County, to
Providence a nil had the autopsy performed
upon the hotly of Mrs. I'ostel No. 4. The
analysis in her case is now being awaitedbefore steps a e taken to disinter the bodies
of the other tl ree wives. In the meantimeDirector Biter <f the Department of PublicSafetv of the v- ,»f i>i,ii,.,i.ir,i,in
signed Detectl Crawford and Gallagherto the case, am ending all the aid in his
power to the thorities of DelawareCounty.

Mr. Po s Statement.
Postel views « proceedings with apparentserenity. is at his de.sk dailyin his Fhiladelphi; See and speaks with

perfect frankness .- it the case.
"I cannot under d why this investigationwas begun,' says, "unless it is

mat t nave enemit omewhere. I have
actively supported <hison in the Congressionallight in tli district in which Ilive, and that may 1 *> something to dowith it. 1 have had a at dpni of twmhW
lately, and was just t getting a goodstart again when till isiness came toupset me.

'My last wife was i a ill while we
were living at Orange, I was attendedby Dr. Gray. The lead p oning found byDr. "VVelD after we move, to Wayne was
undoubtedly eohtracted 1 >m the water
pipes at Orange. There is nothing else in
the story. 1 expected tin poison wouldbe found as a result of tue autopsy. If
a person dies of lead poisoning it naturallyfollows that poison will be found In his
system.
"The accusation that my third wife died

of arsenical poison is absolutely false. Dr.
Maguire was called in by Dr. Kennedy and
saw my wife only n few minutes before
she died. As a matter of fact, she died
of gastritis, which went to her head. No
mention of poisoning was made until now.
I do not recall that there was any questionabout the burial permit at the time, or at
any other time, until now."

Postel Snlil to He a Chemist.
Potel is said to be an expert chemist.

He was formerly the senior member of the
firm of A. II. Postel Ik Co., of No 527 Arch
streett Philadelphia, which was engaged in
bevelling and gilding cardboard. About
this time last year Postel & Co. failed,
and their establishment was sold out bj
the Sheriff, Joseph L. Greenwald, of the
the firm of Greenwald A:- Mnvor nf i'i,n

adelphia, which represents a member ol
the lirm of Postel & (Jo., says the 1 niltiM
was due to the operations of Postel. He
says Postel negotiated the Arm's paperwithout consulting his partner, wh'< was
not made aware of the transactions itil
suit was brought to recover the tr y.Twenty or more of these sui s are w
pending in the courts. Mr. Greenwald -a
his client has already lost $20,0000 on the
transaction, nnd he hopes to save him
from further loss by showing his lack ot
knowledge of the indorsement of any o1
the contested papers. On the day that r>ne
of the eases was to have come up. Mr.
Greenwald received a telegram from Postel
stating that his wife had died. The cs;.sehad to be continued.

v Spoken of Hiftlily.
All of the people who know Postel w ell

speak of hint very highly. D. M. McK ee,
manager of Postel & Co., stained glt.ss
manufacturers, of No. 1314 Ridge aveni-e,
Philadelphia, says that he has always foui tf
Mr. Postel a gentleman, a* man of rarefy
good breeding and attractive manne*
have heard it said of Mr. Postel.
Mr. McKee, "that he went to D
County as a poor young man, and a
himself through his own e*
has travelled extensively. 1
it was with his second wife
a tonr of the Western Stat<
stone Turk. He has also be
Palestine and the Holy Lai
man in my establishment v
Mr. Postel's family and kne
wives. This man speaks
praise of Mr. Postel. If thi
proves fruitless, I believe
r.*H! % tSJT .

that has been cast upon » .r. i
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